CHAPTER XII
CHARACTER AND CONCLUSION
Nizamu'1-Mulk, in his early life was brought up in the
traditions of Aurangzib- Probably he resembles him more
closely than he does any other leader; the similarity con-
sists in their possession of a distinct political aim and their
capacity and will to achieve it. To both, welfare of the
State was the first consideration in contradistinction to
personal ends. Both lived a hard and restless life, prompt-
ed by the fierce vitality that could not be quelled and
found satisfaction in great deeds. Both believed in living
a simple life, abstaining from the slightest indulgence in
their personal habits. Both had a certain tenacity of pur-
pose even in the most desperate circumstances, an essen-
tial quality of a great leader of men.
Nizamu'l-Mulk's early experience in the Deccan war-
fare had accustomed him to danger and hardship. No
wonder that the greater portion of his life was spent on
the saddle and under arms. His restless blood, which he
had inherited from his Turdnl ancestors, never allowed
him to sit idle. Work was his greatest pleasure. His genius
shone forth in action. His love of power was supported
by a splendid fearlessness, tempered with prudence. No
dangers were too threatening for him to face, no obstacles
too formidable, no tasks too laborious. And yet his
soundness of judgment and great common-sense saved him
from recklessness or from rash attempts at the impos-
sible. In fact he was gifted with a pronounced political
genius and with an astounding power of foresight, He
possessed, to a supreme degree, a deep and lively^sense
of reality in politics. He was as gifted a tactician in
diplomacy as in war, and in both he knew how to profit by
experience. Throughout his life Nizamu'1-Mulk showed
3T*